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The Importance of Dreſs. 


ry muſt be the Matter; but Thanks be to 
Heaven for its gracious Inter poſition, to a- 


Fears; to leave you in the Dark as to the 


FEMA7.E RIVALRY : 


: 0 


e 1 K. 


ay: 1s WAS lately underthemoſt terrible 
Vlneaſineſs for ſome Days ; your 


at this, and you conclude from 
| the very uncommon Length of 
my Letter, that ſomething very extraordina- 


vert the Combuſtions which would naturally 
follow from the Violenceand Obſtinacy of our 
Paſſions ; the Storm is blown over and my 
Apprehenſions are quite diſſipated: However, 
though the Iſſue has been better than my 


Cauſe of them, would be an unhandſome Re- 
turn to your Concern for my Welfare, and 
5 3 having 


1 


having frightened you, it is but füt 1 | thould 


divert you. Here then I ſend you a formal 
Narrative of the Riſe, Progreſs and Termi- 


nation of an Affair, Which threatened the 
Subverſion of ever ry thing that is dear to a 


ſocial Temper, and had already put me up- 


on Thoughts of a ſpeedy Flight from the 


Seat of Diſcord LY changing 19 Reſi- 


denge.. *. 


You are too ee 55 contributing to 
the Entertainment of your Friends, after 


reading this, to confine 1t in your Scrutore ; 

the Men it cannot. fail. of diverting ex- 
treamly, and the Ladies may reap another 
Advantage from it: To them it will be De- 
lectando pariterque monendo ; only, pray, con- 
ceal the Name of the Town: as for the 
Dramatis Perſone, their Names are to be 


found in every Province throughout France. 
About two Leagues from à genteel 


Country Town, in the South of France, 
is a Wood, laid out in many broad 
Walks terminating in a Centre fpreading 
itſelf into a ſpacious Plain, of flowery Meadows, 
through which a Rivulet gently ſerpentiſes; 
to this delightful Spot refort all the fafhion- 


able Company of the Town on Sundays and, 
Holidays. 


The Place being the Seat of a Prefidial thr 


Court of Fudicature) a provincial Bailhwick, 
and a Tribunal of Waters and Foreſts, did 
not want Lawyers whoſe Wives would with 


1 


a very in Grace reproach the gay Parifians with 


an exceſſive Love of Drefs and Pleafute; with 


theſe figured two Collectors of the Revenue 


incommoded with flaunting Partners, car- 
rying their Creſts equal to thoſe of many 
Gentlemen of ſmall Fortunes, who had 


choſe -this agreeable Town for their Re- 
 fidence. 


At this frequented Rendezvous, the Gen. 


tlemen appeared on Horſe-back, the Ladies 
in little open Curricles, uſually drawn by 


Horſes, hired indeed of the neighbourin 
Farmers, but with very ſumptuous Harnef: 
ſes, Trappings, andother Ornaments; though 
to abate the Expence, which was carried to a 


moſt profuſe Emulation, two Ladies Joined! in 


the Equipment of a Curricle. 
M. de Melleville, the Preſident or Chief 


Juſtice of the Prefidial, a ſtaid grave Gentle- 


man and ſome Years paſt his beſt, had recent- 
ly taken to Wife a blooming ſprightly Beau- 


ty, when the Governor of the Bailliwick 
brought thither from Paris, as united to him 


in Conjugal Bands, a Female of the ſame 


Age and Temper, of a charming Perſon; and 
as allied to the Capital, full of her own 
Breeding, her Skill in fine Airs and conſum- 
mate Knowledge of the Ceremonial. 


The young Governante, whoſe Name was 
Madam de St. Aymar, had been brought up 
at Paris, under an antiquated Aunt of hers, 
Wife to an Attorney; who with a Sedulity 


B 2 and 


1 
and Eagerneſs which deſerved a better Sub- 


5 ject (though all her Pains were fully an- 


ſwered) had inſtilled into her Pupil the ſame 


Deſire and Aptitude to pleaſe, which had 


been the predominant Diſpoſition of her 


Youth(and what ſurely cloſed every Leſſon) 
the never failing Inſtryments in the Con- 
duct of many Deſigns, wherein Love, Am- 


bition and Revenge, were deeply intereſted, 


quette, and delighted | in a ſhowy Appearance 
at the Expence of athers, but by the Hap- 
pineſs of a natural Diſcretion, did not imbibe 
the more vicious Documents of her Aunt; 
ever going further than verbal Gallantry ; 


and for this, few were better qualified, being 
Miſtreſs of a ready Wit, a lively Expreflion, 
exceſſively ſportive, airy, and trifling ; if 
her Lot had been caſt amongſt good Com- 
. pany, ſhe might probably have diſtinguiſhed 


herſelf in it, but for want of this decifive 
Advantage, an extravagant Mimickry of the 


high-life Behaviour, betrayed her into ſuch 
Affe aations that ſhe became ne 


to the plain Country Ladies. 


S.. Aymar, the Huſband of this volatile 

Creature, who was juſt turned of Forty, indul- 
gently overlooked many Levities in his Wife, 
on account of her Youth, from the firm 


and well grounded Opinion he entertained of 
her Diſcretion in Eſſentials; but the Madicity 
of his Income, which did rot exceed a tole- 


rable 


Madam de St. Aymar was an artful Co- 
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rable Competency, obliged him to put an 


early Cheek upon her extreme Propenſity to 


indiſcrete Expence. 


If Madam de Mellevi/le was of a more 
grave Turn of Mind than Madam de St. Ay- 
mar, ſhe had not a Grain leſs of Coquetry in 


her, the Ridicule of which was heightened | 


by all the faſtuous Carriage of an unpoliſh- 


ed Country-Gentlewoman, who thinks her- 
ſelf the handſomeſt, and knows her Huſ- 
band to be the moſt eminent Perſonage of the 
Town. The Judge being taken up with the 


Affairs of his Office and pleaſed with 
her domeſtic Oeconomy, which was her 


only valuable Quality, indulged her in 
every pleaſurable Article at the firſt Intima- 
tion; nor did he greatly diſlike the Diſtance 


at which ſhe kept the moſt faſhionable Wo- 


men, whoſhe took care ſhould at all times pre- 
ſerve a due Senſe of her Huſband's Superiority. 


But this Haughtineſs relented at the firſt 


Sight of a Girl of Paris-mould, and ſhe con- 


deſcended to think that it would be no Diſ- 


grace to admit St. Aymar, as a Partner in her 


Curricle; an Honour in which many Com- 


petitors had been diſappointed: Thus, an un- 


reſerved Intimacy immediately commenced 


between the Governante and the Judge's La- 
dy, and Jaſted near a whole 'Twelvemonth ; 
(a Conſtancy betwixt two Beauties, to which 
antient and modern Hiſtory does not afford a 
Parallel) when by a Colliſion of Intereſts iy 
1 | the 


(8) 
the moſt ſenſible Point, this extraordinary 
Harmony ſuffered an Interruption if not a 
total Extinction, however varniſhed over 


with every ſpecious Art of Inſincerity. 


Madam de St. Aymar had for ſome Time 


obſerved with a Heart-felt Concern, the De- 


cay of their Horſe's Decorations, and after 
maturely revolving this important Matter, 


ſhe took upon her to propoſe to Madam de 


Melleville, that they ſhould join for a new 


Set: Do, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, only caſt your 
Eyes about and look on thoſe of many, who, 


I hope, are not to be compared to us; our 
Honour requires it, let me ſend for a new Set 


from Paris, I have an Aunt there, than whom 
that City does not afford a Woman of a 


more exquiſite "Taſte ; the Quality can buy 
nothing without her. Madam de Melleville 

though not a little tenacious, piqued by Ho- 
nour, gave her Conſent : But in their Preci- 
pitation they forgot to agree about the Co- 


lours. Madam de St. Aymar was no ſooner 
at home, than ſhe fat down to accelerate 


the Gratifications of her girliſh Vanity. The 
firſt Article of her Letter, was a Deſire 
that her Aunt would ſend her a Roſe-co- 
loured Luſtring Sack trimmed to the Top of 


the Mode; to ſuch a bright Colour nothing 
in her Fancy would ſuit better than green 
and white Reins, Aigrettes and Toſſels for 


the Horſes, and with Raptures anticipated 


the Eclat ſuch a ſightly Contraſt would add 


to her Appearance, It 
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It never once came into her Mind, that 
her Partner in the Curricle was no leſs con- 


- cerned in this Deciſion than herſelf, and that 
the more it diſtinguiſhed the one, the more 


would it irritate the other; away went the 


Letter. 'This being diſpatched, other Cares no 


leſs intereſtingengroſſed her Thoughts, ſo that 


ſhe never acquainted Madam de Melleville of 
the Contents of the Letter, till an Anſwer 
came that the Things would be withher by the 

following Monday's Coach; and at amore pro- 
per Seaſon they could not come, the Airings 


commencing within a few Days. 


The News of ſpeedy Relief to a beſieged 
Place could not elevate the Inhabitants 
more than this Anſwer did the mercurial 
Sovernante: ſhe flew to the Judge's Houſe 


with this tranſporting News, and ſaid to 


Madam de Melleville with all the Hurry of | 
Exultation, Now my Dear we ſhall look 


like Ourſelves, next Monday brings us our 
Horſes Furniture. Mighty well, I ſappoſe 
you begged the good Lady at Paris to be 


very diſpatchful in your Commiſſion, an- 
ſwered Madam de Melleville coldly enough, 
but pray what Colour has your Aunt's ex- 


quiſite Taſte provided for us? I myſelf or- 


| dered them to be green and white, replied 
Madam de St. Aymar. Good Lack! green 


and white! You yourſelf! a fine Buſineſs 
truly, interrupted the Judge's Lady, with a 
{pienctic Warmth ; pray was not I fit to be 


conſulted 


00 

conſulted in the Choice ? Sap for it 
BM may well be the Caſe, that your fine white 
1 and green ſhould not ſuit with the Colour 
* of a Sack which I expect by the ſame Car- 
5 riage; for inſtance, if my Sack ſhould prove 5 
a Blue or a Green, either lighter or deeper ; 
than theſe Harneſſes of your directing, ; 
' where am I then? Is it to be thought that 
I'll expoſe myſelfwithtwo Colours that don't 
ſhow by each other, or tricked up in the ſame 
as our Beaſts; and allow me to declare, 
| | That if Matters turn out ſo, who will may 
i= | pay for White and Green. 

* Bleſs me! was ever the like heard | re- 
pPlbied the ſpirity S. Aymar, ſcared out of her 
| little Wits ; a fine thing, truly, for my La- 
| dy Judge to refuſe paying her Share of 


7 4 
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what was ſent for by her own Agreement. 
| Oh! Oh! thank God, there are Ways to 
make thoſe that won't, and we will have a 
| fair Trial of Skill At this Sally, a neu- 
\ 


tral Acquaintance of both interpoſed to 
prevent any immediate Rupture. © Dear La- 
dies, ſoftly, why theſe high Words be- 
N fore any Cauſe of Reſentment appears? ſtay 
1 at leaſt till Monday, all may be well; 
I am ſure if the Colour of Madam de Melle- 
villes Sack ſhould ſuit with thefe Trap- 
pings, which I wiſh to God it may ; you 
will be infinitely concerned that you ſhould 
forget yourſelves at ſuch a Rate.” The Liti- 
. gants had Temper enough left to acquieſce 
10 


{345 


in the Wiſdom of this Advice and compoſed 
_ themſelves into tolerable good Humour. ' 


The Vehicle appropriated for theſe Ex- 
curſions (originally an Invention of Madam 
de Melleville) was a wicker Arm-chair with 


two Seats, the Work of a Baſket-maker in 


the Town, and ſuſpended on a very light 


Carriage, procured from a neighbouring 
City; before it, was fixed a Stool for ſome 
happy Driver; the Horſes for whom ſuch. 


coſtly Decorations were prepared, were very 
ſmall; for the Tillage of the Soil, which 
bears ſome relation in Lightneſs to the Heads 


of the Women of this fantaſtical Country, 
requires only a kind of Hobbies, for which 
it 1s no leſs noted. That anew Conveniency 


ſhould not excite Deſires in the other Wo- 


men is not ſuppoſeable; it excited the moſt 
paſſionate Impatience All the Women who 
affected Show and Pleaſure, and with theſe all 


Climates ſwarm, led their Huſbands weary 


Lives till they had a ſhare in a Wicker 
Curricle prettily ornamented, and a gen- 


teel Horſe Furniture to appear at theſe Air- 


ings, from which for a Perſon of any Rank 
to be habitually abſent, was a ſure Sign of 
Stupidity or Stingineſs, or, what was ſtill a 
more intolerable Reproach, of narrow Cir- 
cumſtances. 155 i 
Ass the Ladies were quite expoſed in 
| theſe new faſhioned Curricles, ſiniſtrous In- 


vention! Source of ruinous Expences, 
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domeſtic Complaints, and implacable Diſcord! 
it is not to be wondered at, that they placed 
their chief Glory in the Eleganey of their 
Ornaments, and the Suitableneſs of the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Herſe's Furniture with 
thoſe of their own Dreſs, on ſo momentous 
an Occaſion; where the Eyes of all were 
on every one, and there was a Ryalry in 
Taſte and Splendor; thus where Glory lay 
at Stake, well might the Judge's Lady 1 
into ſuch a Paſſion at an Indignity by which 
her Beauty muſt ſuffer an Eclipſe, and that 
of her Companion receive an additional Ra- 

diancy: However the put a Conſtraint upon 
her Iraſcibility, till the Arrival of the Coach, 
but her Looks betrayed to every Obſerver | 
the latent Pain of that Conſtraint. 
In order to bring this Affair to the ſpeedieſt 
Iſſue, and ſettle the Fluctuations of both 
Parties, and indeed of the whole Town (for 
their Quarrel had tranſpired, and all warm- 
ly intereſted themſelves where they had no 
Concern) ut was -agreed at the Moti of a 
pacihc Gentlewoman, that the Boxes ſhould 
be immediately brought from the Inn to the 
| Judge's Houle, where M. die St. Ayman 
mould come with a Second to open hers. 
There was now only Sunday to wait, and 
though that Day always ſeems to move the 
ſloweſt of the Seven, this was-inſupportably 
tedious; but, at length, Monday's Evening 
Sun ſaw the wiſh' d-for Coach arrive. Two 
Servants 


(13) 

Servants who had been ordered to wait its 
coming, having received the Boxes, hurried 
with them to Madam de Melleville's, where 
M. de St. Aymar had taken care to be 
before, not without a truſty She-Friend. A 
ſtrange Scene of Diflimulation enlivened 
by ſome Strictures of Spight paſſed between 
both Sides till the Cauſes of a declared 
War were brought into the Chamber ; the 
Judge's Lady upon ſeeing them, having diſ- 
 cretely ordered the Servants out of the Room 

as improper to aſſiſt at ſuch a delicate Tranſac- 
tion, which either way would be attended 
with extraordinary Circumſtances, faid, 
Come, without any Preamble, let us firſt ſes 


what fine Things this Box contains, which 
was M. de St. Aymar's ; the firſt Object 
which appeared, was a lively Roſe-colour- 


ed Sack, with a compleat White Aſſort- 
ment and in a Taſte ſo new, that it had 
not ſpread beyond the + Thuilleries. If 


the Sight of ſuch a charming Dreſs made 
Aw de St. Har 8 yes ſparkle with 


FOE EO Triumph, 


4 The Thuilleries is a aPalace at Paris bull! in 1 364, by 


| Catherine of Medicis Queen to Henry II. and Mother 


to the Sanguinary Charles IX. Lewis XIV. who delighted 


in Grandeur in every Thing, joined it to the Louvre, by 
a very long and moſt magnificent Gallery; the Gardens 
of this Palace border on the Seine, are very ſpacious and 
full of exquiſite Decorations, as Statues, N &c. 
It is the St. James's Park to the Beau-monde of Paris, 
being open to all who make a.genteel Figure, and only 


to ſuch. In thefe Gardens, every new 7 aſhion of Dreis 


makes it3 firſt Appearance. 


(24). 


Triumph, no leſs did a livid Envy cloud 
the 1 Lovelineſs of Madam 4, Melle- 


VI le. 


To this Object. 3 had Dale ſack 
oppoſite Emotions, ſucceeded another ſtill 


more intereſting ; the Aigrets, the Toſſels, 
the Reins, and all the other Pieces of the 
Horſe-Furniture were taken out and ſpread 


on the Floor: There are Beauties, cried one, 
; they are enchanting, ſaid another, the Judge's 


Lady alone looked on them with a ſullen 


Indifference; for if ſhe had an uncommon = 
| ſhare of Beauty, the World would be ſtill 


more unhappy. than it is, had all Women 


as much Malevolence in their Compoti- 
tion. = . 35 
Her own Box. which wasto > give the deciſive 
T urn to her Paſſions, proved ſo difficult to 
open, that they were obliged to have Re- 
courſe to a Carpenter, as if Fates pleaſed with 
their conſtant Harmony, was for protracting 


its Diſſolution; the Coach alſo, by a Miſ- 


chance on the Road, came in 8 Hours 
later than uſual; the Artizan being with- 
drawn, the Ladies ſtood motionleſs, look- 
ing at each other, abſorb'd in Anxiety, and 
in a Company of no leſs than ſeven Women 
there was a general Silence for above a Mi- 
nute, till a neutral Lady advancing with a 
Tremor of ill Omen entered upon the 
Eclairciſſement—— but Heavens! what a 
Conſternation ſeized the tender-hearted 
| 1 Mediators, 


I 
1 


„ 
Mediators at the Sight of a blue Sack with 
Iſabella Trimmings: The officious Hand 


which had began to take it out recoiled 


with Fright, and the fatal Robe drop'd 
again into the Box. All is ſaid, there is no 
need of Repetitions, Madam, to ſuch a wiſe 
Perſon as you, cried the Judge's Lady caſt- 


ing an inflamed Look of Envy. and Diſdain 


at the Governante, You are a pretty Crea- 


ture indeed, for me to be a Foil to; now 
go and pay for your elegant Whites and 


Greers. 1 


Madam de St, Aymar could hardly fam 
mer out the Suggeſtions of her vindiive 


Heart; all is ſaid, No, No, Lady Envy, all 
is not ſaid : If there is any Law in France, 
I'll bring down that Pride of yours, and 


make your beggarly Stingineſs bleed — 
fully, though he is but a petty judge, 

will be no more than what your Lluſßands 8 
Profits, which to be ſure are all very ho- 


nourable, can eaſily afford. Having ven- 


ted herſelf in this Retort, ſhe furiou! 
ſnatch'd up her Roſe- coloured Robe, and, 
flew out of that deteſted Houſe. Her lit- 


tle Head was buſied in a thouſand Machi- 
nations, for that Revenge which would moſt 
mortify her Adverſary; though circum- 
ſtanced as ſhe was, it was requiſite her 


Thoughts ſhould have run in another Chan- 


nelʒ no ſlender Difficulty offered itſelf at firſt, 
her Huſband was not only out of Town, 


2% but 
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but as he had been with great Difficult 
perſuaded to contribute 805 half for e 
Gewgaws as he called the Trappings, 
With what Face or what Hope of Succeſs, 


could ſhe tell him that the Whole muſt 
come out of his Pocket! Another Perplexity 
Was, that ſhe had no Time left to extricate 
herſelf, her good - Aunt after letting her 


know that very few would have been at the 
Fatigue or advanced ſo much Money, pe- 


remptorily required to be reimburſed by 
the Return of the Coach: and to com 
with ſuch a hafty Demand was infinitely 


beyond the Reach of the gay Madam de St. 
Aymaur's Purſe, ſhe. having much Ado to 


make both Ends meet in any tolerable Man- 


ner, with the ſcanty Allowance to which ſhe 


was limited by her Hufband, though that 
was full as much as he could afford; 


nor Was he to be at Home till Saturday, 


and the Coach fat out on Friday. 
Btimulated bythe Affront, andprefſed bythe 
Emergency, in which a Failure without a 


valid Exeuſe would have ruined her with 


her Aunt, ſne came toa Reſolution ere . 
An Action againſt the Judge'sLady,tofrighte 


or compel her into the immediate Paym 


of her Quota; but among the Nlultitode of 


Officers for which that Town is N 
infamous, not one could be found who would 


venture on ſuch a tickliſſi Bufinefs as to enter 
> Chief ors Houſe-with a Summons. 


T he 


eds Re”: . l 8 3 


(17) 
The Anſwer of them all was, Lord, Madam, 


it is as much as our Bread is worth, He'd make 


us ſmart for it. Thus the Means of an 
immediate Revenge or Relief failing her, 
Madam de St. Aymar's only Reſource, and 
that extremely againſt the Grain, was to 


ſend her Aunt a full Detail, how fair T 


know not, of her Embarraſſments, expreſ- 
ſing the moſt fervent Acknowledgments of 
her Kindneſs, and no leſs Deteſtation of 
that Jealouſy and Stingineſs which laid her 
under the torturing Neceſſity of being un- 
grateful to ſuch a Benefactreſs, and defiring 


her to ſend a proper Miniſter to execute her 
„ 1 
Her Agitations were beginning to ſubſide, 
and ſhe had taken her Pen in Hand when all 


her Paſſion was kindled into a redoubled 
Combuſtion; two Maids from her Antago- 


niſts, who had taken Care by their Giggling 


and Gabbling, to draw all the Neighbour- 
hood into the Street; after thundering at 


her Door, bolted into her Parlour, and ha- 
ving thrown down the Harneſſes, without 
ſo much as a Word, or a Curt'ſy, turned 


Tail, and ran out of the Houſe laughing 


louder than atfirſt, ſcuddling Home to make 
their Lady eaſy about the Event of this diſcrete 
Expedition. I queſtion if the martial Spi- 


rit of Henry V. of England was more en- 
flamed at the Sight of the Tennis-balls 
which King Lewis, Ithink it was, of France, 

B imprudently 


\ 


and Inſolence. In Paris, a Perſon of any Ac- 


1) - 


imprudently ſent him in Derifion of his 


Youth. Her Rage at this Procedure, added 
ſuch anenergetical Acrimony to her Pen, the 
Refuſal of Payment ſucceeded by ſuch an 


Outrage, was ſet forth with ſuch ſtrong Ex- 


aggerations, that they had all the wiſh'd-for 


Effect, and Money was no longer the 
Point with the Aunt, but a ſpeedy Revenge 
for ſuch a Complication of Diſhoneſly 
quaintance, is at no Loſs to procure Agents for 
Affairs of all Kinds: Thereſentful Aunt ſoon 
found an Officer audacious enough to ſtand 
the Brunt of the Reſentment of a Country 


Judge; him ſhe diſpatched away Poſt with 
this extraordinary Letter to her Niece, 


Dear NIECE, 


| ever you are reconciled to that ſcandalous 


= cheating Woman, I'll have done with 


vou? Maintain the Honour of our Famil 


to the utmoſt, I'll make my Huſband ſend 


you Inſtructions how to follow the Summons 


to the Rigourof the Law : The Bearer is the 


Officer, he is a cunning bold Fellow; he'll 


go through with it, if it was a Writ againſt 
the Queen: Don't mind your eaſy Huſband, 

I charge you, he'll put up with any Thing, 
but before you come to Terms ſend them 
to me; I'll take care you ſhan't be bubbled 
and her Muſhroom Ladyſhip ſhall know 
what it is ſo imprudently to affront any of 


the Girardons, &c, The 


i N * 


(49) 


The Officer made ſuch Expedition, that 


by Saturday he reached the Scene of Con- 
tention, which he was to be an Inſtrument 


of inflaming. In this Interval Matters re- 
mained quite disjointed. Neither of the 


Ladies would comply with the Conference 


which had been mediated; their Partiſans 


viſited them afliduouſly ; a few faintly in- 


clining to an Accommodation, many others 


inſidiouſly widening the Breach : But the 
Care in which they were all unanimous, 
was, what would become of next Sunday's 


Airing, which was to uſher in the Seaſon, 


and which by theſe Feuds was threatned 
with an Intermiſſion; however, the Vexa- 


tion of putting it off till the Sunday follow- 
ing, was abated by a fortunate Rain, which 


laſting the whole Day, would, without this 
unhappy Incident, have diſappointed the 
Ladies in their Diverſion. oh pare 

The intrepid Veteran in Judicial-exploits 
waited on Madame de St. Aymar ; at the 


Sight of him, the approaching Gratification | 


of her Revenge took the Aſcendant over 
every other Paſſion, and ſhe welcomed 


him with the beſt in her Houſe ; the had 


no undergone a Confinement ever ſince 
Monday, but without a Moment's Solitude; 
for Vice being more ardent than Virtue in 
the Perſuit of its Views, ſhe had been in- 
ceſſantly obſeded by her Intimates, though 
theſe. were few, as ſhe was not on a Level 
with *her Adverſary in Rank, Riches and 

D Autho- 
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| deed to promote an irreconcilable 


( 20 ) 
Authority; and of theſe, ſome, like the 
Counſellors of more eminent Perſonages, 
knowing her blind Side, under the Colour 
of Zeal for het Honour, put! her upon Mea- 
ſures tending to widen the Breach ; and in- 


; JEL! be- 
twixt theſe two Rivals was the Drift in which 


8 Bulk of the F emales concurred, being ex- 


ated at the growing Superiority which 


i affected, 18 themſelves with 
che Huſbands ffices and their own per- 


fonal Accompliſhments : The Appearance 


| Alt Madam de Meltteville's was by far moſt 


humerous, and the Councils as key 


tory ;, few having the Aſſurance to obſerve 


a Neutrality, much leſs to- declare openly 
rainft” the Spouſe of the Chief Juſtice, 
IM Delivery of the Dauphineſs was not 


expected with that Anxiety and Impatience 


as the Iſſue of this Horſe- furniture Conteſt; 
which was neceſſarily to remain in Suſ- 
pence till Mr. de St. Aymar's Return. 
This was not more longed for by his own 
affectionate Bride, than by her virulent Ad- 
verſary, ho was determined to be loud 
and ſpeedy in her Clamours againſt his 
Wife's Behaviour; Madame de &. Aymar 
had, however, one and that no light Trou- 


ble upon her Spirits; knowing her Huſband 
to be of all Men in the World the exacteſt 


Obſerver of that Precept of the Apoſtle, 
If it be boſſible, as much as lieth in you, live 
Saab with all Men, ſhe was ſenſible of 


0 incurring 


* 


(ax) 


incurring "het Huſband's Diſpleaſure = any 
vivacious Proceedings; but her Revenge, 


too impetuous to conſult with his Mild- 
neſs about a Redreſs, took the Aſcen- 
dant over this prudent Fear; the Stile 
of the Bill of Complaint ſhe left to the 
Officer, who was no Novice in ſetting forth 
the flighteft Offences in the moſt aggra- 
vating „ ſo that even her Spirit 
thought it did not want a Word of its pro- 
per Force: The Officer, being fully in- 
ſtructed in every Particular neceſſary to the 
right Execution of the Enterprize, managed 
it with ſuch Addreſs, taking the Judge's Din- 
_ner-time, that the Summons was delivered 


and he got clear off without any Noiſe or Per- 


ſuit; being returned, © Madam,” ſaid he with 
an Air which ſpoke his Senſe of. his own 
Intrepidity, and the Value of the Service, 
« I have drove the Nail to the Head, the 
Game is your own ; but as this Town will 


ſoon be too hot for me, you'll pleaſe to 


give me the hundred Livres according to 


your Aunt's Bargain, that I may poſt away 


out of the Judge's Reach.” “ Bleſs me, 


Sir! ſure you exact! anſwered Madame 
de St. Aymar, almoſt fainting with Surprize : 


Nor let her be arraigned of Puſtlanimity ; 


for to one who was not Miſtreſs of a ſingle 
Louis, a peremptory Demand of a hundred 
Livrgs, and by an obdurate Limb of the 


Lor, is a ſhocking Thunder-clap: His 


1 | Caſs 


— er r 
” . i . — 


— 


-— —_ 


* 1 
"IN 
* 
"8 
N 
1 
* 
» 
13 
+. S 
MF : 
«x 1 * 
1 ? 
4B 
th 
"4! 
7 1 
1 a 
7% 
wu $i 
5 111 
* 
wy 
5 g 
* 14 7 
3 
1 
f bu : 
ul : 
8 
* + 
14 \ 
> g U 
f 5 
/ N 7 
25 z 
7.8 
7 14 
WOT 
: q 
Y*& 
. 
Fes) 
1 
WM 
Mi 
BY 
"i 
244 
1 17 
iy 
3 
BY 
i: 
i 
4 38 
1 
if} 
= 2 
4% 
FR 
433 : 
© 3*64 
ih 
100 
y 
* 
4 . 
of * 
0 * 
14 
1 
4 
is 
bay - 
14 
. 
Ft 
; 
7 
z © 
- 
42 
: 
1 
74 
111 
#1 
be 
111 
1 
4 
11 
(> | 
21 g 
+ 
: 
1. 


622) 


Caſe would not bear any Capitulations, he 


began already to frown and growl, and ſa- 
tisfied he was to be, or a Scene opened, 
which would have been a complete Grati- 
fication to the Reſentment of M. Melleville 


and to the Envy of all the other Ladies; her 


Mind was under the moſt torturing Agita- 
tions, when her Memory abated them, 
| luckily recollecting an elderly Maiden Lady 
to whom ſhe might confidently have Re- 
courſe in this dreadful Exigency ; ſo order- 
ing a Flaſk of Wine to be brought, Dear 
Sir,“ faid ſhe, © be ſo kind as to amuſe your- 


felf with that, and, upon Honour, T'll be 


with you in a Minute or two; adieu, Sir.“ 
All this courteous Language was loſt upon 
the ſavage Bloodſucker ; he returned it on 


with III-looks and Oaths, and was already 


rowling his Eyes about what Furniture to 


lay his Claws on, if ſhe did not keep to 
her Time. Oh, my beſt, deareſt Friend,” 


addreſſing herſelf to Miſs du Verger, cried 
the diſtreſſed Creature, fave me from the 


ſaddeſt Plunge ever poor Mortal was 
drove toi” This paſſionate Supplication ſhe 
inforced with ſuch a Flood of Tears, 
ſuch a melting Detaile of her Caſe, and 
ſuch convulſive Geſtures, that even a more 


flinty Diſpoſition than Miſs du Verger's 


would have been affected: She took the de- 


fired Sum in Gold out of an old Trunk, 
and after giving it many a tender Farewel- 


look, 


. 
look, whilſt Madam de St. Aymar was 
writing a Note payable in a Fortnight, put 
It into her Hands, who, in a Tranſport of 
Joy, kiſſing her Benefactreſs, hurried to 
ſatisfy the rapacious Miniſter of her Revenge, 
who now was plotting Miſchief againſt her- 
ſelf. 5 | 8 
To one of Madam de St. Aymar's Age 
| and Temper, the preſent is all; a Day, an 
| Hour gained, is a mighty Victory; the 
| Conſequences of an Expedient to avert the 
impending Evil do not preſent themſelves to 
their Thoughts, or are hindered, by preſent 
Perturbations, from making any effectual 
Impreſſions. At her Return, without of- 
fering a Word at any Abatement, ſhe gaily 
ſaid to the Officer, You ſee, Sir, Im a 
Womanof Honour as well as Spirit; there's 
your Demand, and I wiſh you well to 
Paris Oh! my Duty to my Aunt, and 
that you have fully anſwered her Character 
of you:“ So away galloped the Officer, 
highly contented with the Reward and 
Succeſs of his Expedition. Ks - | 
But whilſt Madam de St. Aymar was 
taken up with diſmiſſing her Officer, every | 
Thing was in an Uproar at Madam de Mel- \ 
leville's, whoſe juſticiary Pride was wounded 
to the quick by ſuch an Inſult ; an Inſult, 
cried ſhe, beyond all bearing by a Woman 
of my Rank! Tl turn the Town infide- 
gut but I'll find out the audacious Villain 


who 


* — ED 
0 ; Rn rt hy = — 
” . eee. \ WIGS 
1 1 LAB bf 2 * * rs . — 1 
r > > 
S | 


— _ T - 25 page 549 = \ 
Ce ee Ee EE AKK 
oo gt HE ITT 
F res 


1 


who. dared to be the Tool of that ſaucy : 


Minx, III Here the Judge took the 1 
to offer ſome lenient Advice ; Compoſe 
yourfelf, my Dear, ſuch Doings be ong 
only to ſuch Jow⸗lived Creatures as &. 


Aymar ; your Paſſion does her too much 


Honour; her Huſband, who is too good for 
her, will be at home to-night ; he is the 
Principal, and him I'll ſummon to a Meet- 
ing of the moſt creditable Perſons of the 
Town, and their Opinion, which (as IJ 
muſt not openly be Judge and Party) I may 


well preſume will not put a formal Affront 


upon me, ſhall decide the Matter.” This 
plauſible Reaſoning, his Lady would not yield 


to; the Affront was too monſtrous, his Ho- 
nour was trampled upon. However, with 


Intreaties and Promiſes, he gained her Ac- 
quieſcence. Well,“ ſaig ſhe, © this is 
Patience indeed; for an Action to be laid 
againſt a Chief Judge s Lady, and then be 
huſhed up in a private Meeting of Country 
Gentlemen! 

M. 5“, Aymar, according to Expectation, 
arrived in the Evening. His Spouſe, to 
give her Tale the more ſpecious Appear- 
ance, after welcoming him with a joy- 


Ful Embrace, collected herſelf into the 


moſt placid Compoſure, whilſt ſhe related 


every. Circumſtance of the Diſpute ; it is 
indeed whiſpered, that ſhe palliated ſome 


and magnified others ; ; that ſhe added and 
omitted 
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omitted: It is not unlikely, critical as 


her Situation was, had ſhe not made a 


little free with the Truth to ſave herſelf, 


her Veracity would have been unprece- 
dented ; tis true, Corneille puts in the 
Mouth of one of his rigid Heroes, 


F 0 rats.” Life 5 Fal pool no, this 
TT. 


e and firm, ſhall ne er ion? Trac de 
| part. 


| 4 


But ſurely 3 Allowance is 1 to the 


Sex, and 3 a young Lady brought up in 
Eaſe and Delicacy, and taught to poſtpone 
every Conſideration to her own Safety and 


Advantage. However, as Honeſty is ever 
the beſt Policy, all her Blandiſhments and 
Repreſentations could not hinder her Huſ- 
band's Viſage from lengthening 
cital of what ſeemed to portend Trouble, 


Expence, and Animoſity but before he 
could explain himſelf, a Meſſenger brought 


him Word, that the Chief Juſtice deſired to 
ſee him: The Abruptneſs with which he 
left his Spouſe confirmed to her the phyſio- 


nomical Indications of his Diſquietude. The 
prudent Chief Juſtice, to guard againſt the 
Exceſſes of his enraged Wife, received M. 
St. Aymar alone in his Cloſet: Here's hot 


Doings, ” ſaid he, „ betwixt our Wives ; 


Nabe our wiſeſt Way would be, not to 


Concern 
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concern ourſelves about their Bickerings ; 


but really Madam de St. Aymar has acted 
ſuch a violent Part, has offered ſuch an 
Outrage to my Wife, that ſo far from 
blaming her Reſentment, I cannot but en- 
ter into it; on the other Hand, I ſhould be 
very loth that any Variance ſhould take 
Root ſo far as to ſpoil the Good-humour of 


our ſociable Town, ſplitting it into Parties, 
and ſoon or late, (which would give me no 


leſs Concern,) deprive me of the Pleaſure 


of. your Friendſhip ; therefore, let me beg 


of you, tell me roundly your Opinion, and 
to what amicable Expedient you are diſ- 

The Governor ſuſpected that the Infor- 
mation his Wife had- given him was partial 
and diſguiſed, yet, alſo, was he not wanting 
to perceive, that the main Rub lay in the 
Vanity and Stingineſs of Madam de Melle- 
ville: Had St. Aymar's Circumſtances been 
equal to his Liberality, it is probable he would 
have ſet down with the whole Charge of the 
Trappings, and every Thing had been made 
eaſy without any further Stir ; beſides, he 


thought his Wife abſolutely wrong in acting 


of her own Head, where another, and her 


Superior, was equally concerned, and eſpe- 
cially the Summons ſeemed an unaccount- 


able Raſhneſs ; yet to ſacrifice her as the 
Dupe of her haughty Adverſary, and be 
ſaddled with the whole Charge of their 


extra- 


C29) 
extravagant Coquetry, was what he could 
not bring himſelf to ; ſo declining to give 
his Opinion, © What do you think, Sir,” 
ſaid he, © of referring this idle Broil to a 
Knot of Friends, and ſo let By-gones be 
By-gones.” © Well ſpoke,” anſwered the 
Judge, © my own very Thoughts, and I 


am ſo perſwaded of your Candour, that let 


Seven be the Number, and to your Nomi- 
nation I leave them; appoint them the 
Coffeehouſe Dining- room without Fail at ten 
To-morrow- morning.“ Theſe Preliminaries 
being ſettled, the two venerable Magiſtrates 
parted entire Friends, and M. St. Aymar, 
at his Return, cut ſhort his Wife, who was 
entering upon a ſecond Detail, and deſired 
his Ears might not be dinned with a Word 
more of it, till the Arbitrators, of whom 


he acquainted her, had given their Ver- 


dict. 

The Gentlemen, in Return for the Com- 
pliment of electing them to decide a Vari- 
ance, by which the Tranquillity of the 
Town already began to totter, kept the 
Appointment to a Man, and the Sagacity of 
an old Counſellor, whoſe Age intitled him 


to take the Lead of the Aſſembly, put a 
ſpeedy End to their Seſſion, drawling out 


this judicious Harangue : Gentlemen, this 


is a Caſe as plain as a, Pike-ſtaff; why, 


common Equity, common Senſe, clears it 
without more ado Let that blue Sack, 
92 IE | E aca which, 
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which, it ſeems, is the Stumbling-block, 
fall to the Lot of Madam de St. Aymar, as 
a Mortification due to her Treſpaſs for act- 
ing arbitrarily in Contempt of the worthy 
Judg C's Lady, on .a Point calculated with 
hk wiſe Forecaſt for heightening the 
Luſtre of the Beauty of both Ladies, and 
conſequently in which both were equally 
intereſted ; and, for that enchanting roſe- 
coloured Robe, together 'with all its Ap- 
purtenances, let chat be adjudged to Madam 
de Melleville, as a Compenſation for the In- 
dignity offered to her Ladyſhip ; but more 
eſpecially, as a Recompence due to her ex- 
quiſite Fancy and delicate Diſcernment in 
the Aſſortment of Colours, provided ne- 
vertheleſs, that upon ſuch an Exchange of 
the Premiſſes, ſhe ſhall, without any Ap- 
peal or Delay, Pay y the Sum fo juſtly de- 
manded of her for the Moiety of the Trap- 
pings, as the Trappings were not only 
bought by her Conſent, but now, by this 
Transfer of the Habits, the Superiority of 
her Rank and the Brilliancy of her Perſon 
will be diſplayed to the Fulneſs of her De- 
fires,” —The Room rung with, nathing can 
be better ſaid ! a Solomon's Sentence be it 
o, there can be no Objeftion ! 

In Reality, all the Intereſted found their 
Account pretty well one Way or other, in 
«this a phanded Sentence; if it bore hardeſt 
55 Madam 4 St. * Lymar,. ſhe had alſo run 

** 
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berſelf deeply inte the. Blame by her af 


- wild Procedure. The Juſtice's Lady bridled 
her Pique at the Counſellor's Sarcaſm, and 
gladly ſacrificed her ſordid Parſimony to the 
high Guſt of figuring .at the Expence of 
her Antagoniſt ; the Juſtice was not more 
open-handed, but conſcious that the Money 


muſt come down ſoon or late, put on a 


Feint of Satisfaction, and, with a Laugh 
from the Lips outward, Brother,” faid he 
to the ſapient Arbitrator, © I am ready to 
comply, and if this Proceſs reaches the 
Drawing-room, all the Court Ladies will 
join Intereſt for your being made a Preſident.” 


Mr. Sf. Aymar . with a ſincere Alacrity, 


paid his Compliments ; for beſides bring- 


ing a little Money into his Pocket, Which 


was a ſcarce Commodity with the honeſt 
Gentleman, he hoped that ſuch a mortifying 
Iſſue would check the imprudent Carreer 
in which his giddy Wife was driving fo pre- 
cipitately. The Convulfions - into which 
this fulminating Sentence. threw Madam 
de St. Aymar exceed the utmoſt Energy of 


1 — 


Words ; to þive up that Robe which had 


filled her Mind with ſuch rapturoys Ideas 
of Diſtintion and Triumph !. and to give it 
up to her Rival, fo difordered her weak 
Mind, that, for the firſt Time, ſhe forgot 
that ſtrict Reſpect ſhe had always obſerved 
to her Huſband, * Is this your Adaration ! 
 —ſuffer Ine thus to be trampled upon by 
N 2 „ 
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; that ſtingy, proud, upſtart Vixen 1—fy on 

your Mean-ſpiritedneſs — would to God 

that“ — Her worthy Huſband kept his 

Temper under ſuch an undeſerved Rattle, 

and for a long Time endeayoured to com- 

poſe her by ſoft Words and Endearments, 
till ſeeing his Lenity availed nothing, he 
went a ſhorter Way to Work, and exerted 

2 Reſolution, not uncommon in the beſt 

Tempers, upon an exceſſive Abuſe of their 

Indulgence; amidſt the Shrieks, Clamours, 

Intreaties, Objurations and Agonies of his 

Frantic Wife, he took the roſe-coloured 

Sack, with its Accompanyments, according 
to the full Extent of the Sentence, and 

would carry them himſelf to the Juſtice $ 

Lady, that he might receive the Sum in 

Which ſhe had been condemned, and bring 

away the blue with Iſabella Trimings: Thus 

makiag the. firſt Advance to cloſe this Va- 
riance, which was ſo near throwing a good- 
natured, populous, Town, Into Cantuion 

an d Enmity. , 

Madam de Melleville, with all her Arro- 
gance, was a little diſconcerted at this ſub- 
miſſive Viſit ; but ſoon riſing above what ſhe 

thought Weakneſs, recollected all her 
Spirit, and with a compoſed Effrontery, ſaid 
to M. ge St. Amar, Truly, Sir, it gives 
me an extreme Concern, that the Sentence 
lays me under a Neceſſity of giving ſome 
little Diſquictude to Madam de St, Aymar, 


with 


(31) 
with whoſe Temper and Perſon I was fo 
infinitely charmed; tis a thouſand Pities, 
that ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be carried away 
to ſuch an Exceſs; be ſo good as to aſſure 
her, that my ſincere Friendſhip for her will 
not permit me to remember her Outrage.“ 

M. St. Aymar, though incenſed at the 
Impertinence of this double-tongued Wo- 
man, let her run on to the Concluſion of 
her hypocritical Speech: © But, Madam,” 
| faid he, © in your Concern at my Wife's 
Mortification, (not ſo very great, I-hope,) 
you forget the third Article of the Sentence; 
you forget, Madam, the Money.“ Theſe 
Words went directly to her Heart, and no- 
thing but the enchanting Certainty of eclipſ- 
ing her Adverſary's Charms, and attracting 
the Gaze and Adoration of all the Com- 
pany on the Sunday following, could have 
ſupported her in that tremendous Inſtant. 

He returned home, full of humane Con- 
cern, that Affluence and Authority, the 
Inſtruments of ſo much Good, Gould hav 
fallen into ſuch unworthy Hands; ; he found 
his Wife ſtill in Tears; but at the Si ght of 
the blue Sack all her Agony kae with 
redoubled Force: She ſobbed, threw her- 
ſelf into a thouſand Geſtures, expreſſive of 
the moſt violent Emotions, which ſtifled 
any articulate Speech: Such Affliction in a 
Stranger, would have melted the good- 
axtured St. Aymar ; but, in a Wife whom 

he 
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( 30) 
that ſtingy, proud, upſtart Vixen l—fy on 
your Mean-ſpiritedneſs — would to God 
that“ — Her worthy Huſband kept his 
Temper under ſuch an undeſerved Rattle, 


and for a long Time endeayoured to com- 


poſe her by ſoft Words and Endearments, 
till ſeeing his Lenity availed nothing, he 
Went a ſhorter Way to Work, and exerted 


a Reſolution, not uncommon in the beſt _ 


Tempers, upon an exceſſive Abuſe of their 
Indulgence ; amidſt the Shrieks, Clamours, 
Intreaties, Objurations and Agonies of his 


Frantic Wife, he took the roſe-coloured 


Sack, with its Accompanyments, according 


to the full Extent of the Sentence, and 


would carry them himſelf - to the Juſtice's 


Lady, that he might receive the Sum in 


which ſhe had 9 5 ae and 1 Wing 
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Madam de N mg all I 1 


gance, was a little diſconcerted at this ſub- 
miſſive Viſit; but ſoon riſing above what ſhe | 
thought Weakneſs, recollected all her 


Spirit, and with a compoſed Effrontery, laid 
to M. de St. Aymar, « Truly, Sir, it gives 
me an extreme Concern, that the Sentence 


lays me under a Neceſſity of giving ſome 


little Piſquictude to Madam de St. Aymar, 
with 


(31) 
with whoſe Temper and Perſon J was fo 
infinitely charmed; tis a thouſand Pities, 


that ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be carried away 
to ſuch an Exceſs; be ſo good as to aſſure 


her, that my ſincere Friendſhip for her will 


not permit me to remember her Outrage.“ 


M. St. Aymar, though incenſed at the 
Impertinence of this double-tongued Wo- 
man, let her. run on to the Concluſion of 
her hypocritical Speech: But, Madam,” 
- ſaid he, © in your Concern at my Wife's 
Mortification, (not fo very great, I hope,) 
you forget the third Article of the Sentence ; 
you forget, Madam, the Money.” Theſe 
Words went directly to her Heart, and no- 
thing but the enchanting Certainty of eclipſ- 
ing her Adverſary's Charms, and attracting 


the Gaze and Adoration of all the Com- 


pany on the Sunday following, could have 

ſupported her in that tremendous Inſtant. 
He returned home, full of humane Con- 

cern, that Affluence and Authority, the 


Inſtruments of ſo much Good, ſhould have 
fallen into ſuch unworthy Hands; he found 


his Wife ſtill in Tears; but at the Sight of 
the blue Sack all her Agony returned with 
redoubled Force: She ſobbed, threw her- 


ſelf into a thouſand Geſtures, expreſſive of 


the moſt violent Emotions, which ſtiffled 
any articulate Speech: Such Affliction in a 
Stranger, would have melted the good- 
natured St. Aymar ; but, in a Wife Ro 
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as, I hope, 
1 ſhudder. at the Danger we were in. 


Airing ; but kind Deſtiny 
Things in Store for her, and by an Acci- 
dent, quite unforeſeen, provided for her 


he loved, and who was not altogether un- 
worth of his Love, it coſt his Heart a ſe- 
vere Conflict to ſtand its Ground; and thus 


by a wiſe Effort of Firmneſs he put a Period 
to a Conteſt, which had already begun to 


ſet People's Minds a — and, if 
indulged, had gone near to have extermi- 


nated the Reciprocations of Friendſhip, and 


the Pleaſures of Intercourſe ; and hurried 
one of the moſt communicative and joyous 


Places in the whole Kingdom into fuch 2 


Scene of Suſpicion, Malice and Detraction, 
is to be found in no Nation. 


However, his Tenderneſs would not x 


mit him to ſee her remain under ſuch De 


ſolation, and a very powerful Lenitive he 
made Uſe of to introduce a Joy, which 
might be an Equipoiſe to her Anguiſh ; he 
put into her Hand the hundred Livres, 
which, to return to Miſs du V. erger before 


the Time elapſed, he knew had no ſmall 
Share in her Agitations, adding, that an 


Expedient was come into his Head, which, 
without the leaft Diſgrace to either, would 
clear her of the Mortification of the firſt 


had better 


triumphant Appearance, to the Confuſion 


of her envenomed e and all her 


Party. ä 
Early 


| 435) 

Early the next Morning, Madam de St. 
Aymar eh to her ſtanch Friend Miſs 
du Verger, who welcomed the Money 
with ſome Drops of Joy ; and ſuch a ſpeedy 
Return putting her into a Fit of the beſt 
Humour in the World, ſhe expreſſed the 
kindeſt Sympathy at the Diſaſter of her 
grateful Acquaintance, and that it was ten 
thouſand Pities, a Gentlewoman of her 
Rank and Spirit ſhould be expoſed to the 
leaſt Deriſion; then, to give a gayer Turn 
to their Talk, ſhe ſhewed her a Letter 
which ſhe had received the Evening before, 
acquainting her that her Niece's Marriage 

Was agreed upon, and that by Wedneſdays 
Coach ſhe would receive a Box with ſome 
Wedding-Cloaths, recommended to her to 

Ln forwarged to the Place where her Niece 
ived. 

The Dexterity of a Richliew, or a R 
carrero, to ſtrike out Reſources or im- 
prove the Appearanee of Opportunities, IF 

does not equal that of a true Woman when 1 
the Intereſt of her Beauty lies at Stake ; in A 

1 this Letter, which had been ſhewn her 

a only as Amuſement, and as ſuch curſorily 

read, Madam de St. Aymar inſtantly faw 4 
wherewith to extricate herſelf out ke her 1 
Diſgrace; and determined it ſhould not be | 
loſt for Want of aſking. 

Wedneſday being come, to Miſs du Ver- 

gers ſhe went, an — or two before the 


8 3 Coach 
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: Coach was expected i in, carrying with her 


the blue Sack, that no Time might be loſt 
if Things anſwered; and to pre- diſpoſt her 


for a Compliance, entered! into all her Sen- 


timents, approved and ridiculed as ſhe did, 


and with very lively Sallies of Wit: At 


length the expected Box was brought, and 


now, amidſt Hopes and Fears, ſhe exerted 
all the Powers of Cajolery ; ; the Prize was 
of all Things, to her, the moſt important, 
and to obtain it ſhe put forth all her Ad- 
dreſs ; ſhe threw her Arms about the Old- 
Maid, ſhe called her her generous Deli- 
verer, her deareſt Creature, het beſt Friend, 

and, (as is uſual in the momentous Affairs 


of the World, when other Means make no 


effectual Impreſſion,) to put the finiſhing 


Hand to a Scheme ſhe had ſo much at 
Heart, ſhe drew a little Ring of Sparks 
from ber Finger, and even embracing Miſs 


du Verger's Knees, with the moſt ſeducing 


Look, intreated her Acceptance of it. It 


was accepted and the favourite Point car- 
ried ; the vile Power of a Preſent prepon- 
devated againft a Breach of Truſt, and the 


Pacquet was opened to try Whether this 


odious blue Sack could not be changed for 
one of a more ſuitable Colour. O fortu- 
nate Prodigy ! O tranſporting Compenſa- 
tion for all paſt Agonies ! It was found to 
contain a roſe- coloured PRO, Fn, 

ke 


3 
like that of the Juſtice's Lady, but with 


white and green Accompaniments, exactly 


matching the Horſe-furniture, and as ex- 
actly fitting her Size and Shape. Let Phyfi- 
cians affirm; that from the human Tex- 
ture; 4 Perſon may die of Joy, and let 
credulous Hiſtorians confirm the idle No- 
tion by Inſtances, there's no ſuch Thing, 


or Madam de St. Aymar muſt have been of 


an athletic Conſtitution indeed ; for never 
did ſuch an impetuous Flood of Joy break, 
in ſo ſuddenly upon any Mortal, as on this 
Lady at ſo unexpected a Sight: Yet ſhe 


ſurvived it; and the blue Sack with its 
Habella Trimmings were neatly laid in by 


theſe ingenious Ladies, and every Thing 
being ſet to Rights, ſo as to leave no Room 
for Suſpicion, the Box was forwarded ; 


but, as Truth will come out, the Fraud 


tranſpired, and nothing leſs could be ex- 
pected; this unlucky Robe was like to have 
proved the Source of further Commotions, 


had not Satisfaction been ſpeedily made by 


Miſs du Verger, whoſe Offence was not ex- 
piated by the Value of the Ring. 

To this Atchievement facceeded a Diſh 
of Tea, over which, the Party obliged 
poured herſelf forth in the moſt paſſionate 
Effuſions of Love, and Proteſtations of 
eternal and unlimited Gratitude; and the 
Benefactreſs magnified her Compliance, 
and ſeemed to land at the Lengths which 
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ſhe had run to revenge her diſtreſſed Friend: 

This Colloquy laſted till it grew dark, 
the An . Seaſon for Concealment, 
which the cautious Madam de St. Aymar 
had waited, and now took herſelf away 
with her Treaſure, more tranſported with 
the Succeſs of her Scheme, than was 
that daring Officer &, when he was car- 
rying under his Cloak the Crown of 
England, which he had ſtole out of its 
Repoſitory in the Tower of London; and if 
his Crime was more atrocious, the Device 
of the Lady's had more Baſeneſs in it, eſpe- 
cially on Miſs du Verger's Side; for, as to 
Madam de St. Aymar, who can blame her? 


The Exigency was ſuch, ſuch a Complica- 
tion of the greateſt Concerns, Revenge, 


Ornament and Honour lay at Stake, as war- 
ranted any Reſources, much more the Re- 
queſt of an unreaſonable Favour. 

The Fair-ſex have every where laboured 
under an ill Character in Point of Secreſy; 
the Spaniſh Proverb ſays, 

A la Muguer y a la Picdga, 

Lo que vieres en laplaga. 
7. e. Vou may tell a Woman and a Magpy 
what you have publicly ſeen. 

La Bruyere pays this Compliment to both 
Sexes, A Man reveals all Secrets but his 
own, a Woman reveals both : An Author has 


preſumed to give this Title to a tranſlated 
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ment, and the two Parties ſtood ſilent with 
Envy and Exultation — Lo! the blooming 
Madam de St. Aymar entered, like a freſu- 
blown Roſe ; nor did her Looks betray the 
leaſt Senſe of her Advantage: She ſaluted 
the Company with a ſerene Freedom, 
which inhanced her Triumph. The Un- 
expectedneſs of ſuch a charming Appear- 
ance, and the Whiſpers of Admiration 
which ran through the Hall, exagitated her 
Ladyſhip ; and as there is a Conſent be- 
twixt the Aſpect and the Mind, an inward 
Complacency ſpreading an Agreeableneſs, 
even where Beauty is wanting: On the 
contrary, all Madam de Mellewille's Charms 
were disfigured by the Tumult of her ve- 
nomous Paſſions ; but who can deſcribe 
her Surpriſe, her Rage, her Deſpair, when, 
caſting a Glance at Madam de St. Aymar, 
ſhe ſaw all her Head-dreſs to be a Kind of 
little Cap, decorated with a green and 
white Feather, giving her a Gracefulneſs, 
to which, her own Conſciouſneſs told 
her, ſhe muſt yield the Prize. The Want 
of an Ornament which had been omitted in 
her Aſſortment, and the open Exultation of 
the St. Aymarians at the Superiority of 
their Heroine, declared by the rancourous 
Looks of her Rival, was more than Madam 
de Melleville could well bear ; ; ſhe was upon 
declining the Airing, but the Conſtruction 
which would lie gol ſuch a Meaſure 


occurrin 8 
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occurring to her, with a Diſſimulation that 


never coſt her any Thing, ſhe put a good 


Face on fo bad a Game, promiſing herſelf; 


over and over, that by the following 


Sunday ſhe would have a Cap; both in 


Richneſs and Elegancy, far ſurpaſſing that 
which had fo extremely galled her: 


With what Attention and Reverence 


this fermented Company aftiſted at Veſpers 
is obvious; afterwards the grand Affair was 
for the two Ladies to aſcend their Vehicle; 
but as this Scene paſſed in the Eyes of all the 


faſhionable Part of the Town, any Stiffneſs or 
Tergiverfation would have expoſed them to 


general Cenſure, ſo both affected to outdo 
each other in Chearfulneſs and Complai- 
ſance, and the brilliant Proceſſion began: 


However Madam de St. Aymar might be 


elated with ſuch a ſignal Triumph, ſhe had 


the Prudence to ſuppreſs every Sign of Ex- 
ultation, behaving with her uſual Defe- 


rence and Unreſervedneſs, and the Day fol- 


lowing, at only an Intimation from her 
Huſband, paid a Viſit to the Judge's Lady, 
who at firſt made but a cold Return to her 
Advances; but being reciprocally neceſſary 


to each other in their Diverſions, the Breach 
cloſed a-pace, and there ſeemed an entire 
Amneſty and Reconciliation on both Sides ; 


yet are there not wanting cenſorious People, 


who, ſetting up for a thorough Knowledge 
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« And Oye and Foy make 15 ber Being: 


This due ; Commendation of your Spouſe; | 


you muſt. a0 take as a Compliment to your- 
ſelf; for few ate the Perſons, I aſſufe you, 
to whom Ewould thus expatiate in Praiſe of 
their Wives, however deſerving. 1 N 

Til run the Riſque of being taxed with 


Pedantiſm, in cloſing a familiar Letter with 
a Sentence from Cicero > Nibil t aptius ad 


rietates, [Fortunagque Viciſſirudin s: Nu eh 
nobis optabiles in cxperiendo non fuer 


legenuo tamen jucundæ. The in —— 


. non optabiles. was moſt ſenſibly verified in 


me, _— ___ the legende fucunide may be 


y. you in this Narration 
2 dür Wil of him, who beſides yg 
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all che Care; Economy, md Exactneſs of the 


former. 
Nor one jarring Aim in her is Rn, 
And Gent. oneſs and fey make = ber Being 


This 15 Commendation of your Spouſe, 


you mult alſo take as a Compliment to your= 
ſelf ; for few are the Perſons, I aſſure you, 
to whom I: would thus expatiate in Praiſe of 
their Wives, however deſerving. 

I' run the Riſque of being taxed with 
Pedantiſm, in cloſing a familiar Letter with 
a C:ntence from Cicero: Nibil eſt aptius ad 
DelecTafronem Lectoris quam Temporum Va- 


rietates, Tortunægque Viciſſitudin's : Que etft 
nobis optebiles in experiendo non fuerunt, in 


tegendo tamen jucunde. The in enperiendo 
non optabiles was molt ſenſibly verified in 
me, and that the /egendo jucunde may be 
experienced by you in this Narration 
is the With of him, who befides ygur En- 
tertainment, is ready to manifeſt his At- 
tachment by my ſubſtantial Good-office 
in * 


N 


++ $5, > 
"a 


| 
2. 


C5 
A 
x1 EI wo 3 — * 
* ” ” * 2 — 


UU—D— — le  ..20 8 


e 13 : 5 N 4 1 5 ta ac A — 
3 | TEE 0g 


